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George Sand's The Seven Strings of the Lyre is a philosophical play written in poetic prose and never
intended for perfomance on stage. Completed in 1838 during the early stages of Sand's romantic involvement
with Frederic Chopin, it is one of the very few treatments of the Faust legend by a woman. George K ennedy
offers the first English trandation of this work, along with an introduction that places the play in its
philosophical and literary context.

The Seven Strings of the Lyre is Sand's response to Goethe's Faust and a reflection of her views of music as
developed in conversations with Chopin and Franz Liszt. Sand, unlike so many of her contemporaries, saw
Goethe as aless-than-ideal poet. She criticized him for lacking "enthusiasm, belief, and passion," and she
faulted him for being a proponent of the art-for-art's-sake movement, which Sand deplored for its lack of
social conscience.

Sand's play describes the efforts of Mephistopheles to win the soul of Albertus, ateacher of philosophy and
descendant of Faust. Regarding Goethe's M ephistophel es as insufficiently wicked, Sand conjures up a devil
truly worthy of the epithet. For Faust, whom she considered too cold, Sand substitues the more emotional
Albertus, whose despair that life and love have passed him by in his devotion to philosophy makes him
vulnerable to the machinations of the devil. And in place of Goethe's village girl, Marguerite, or the
dangerous Helen of the earlier Faust legend, Sand creates the angelic Helen, who awakens Albertus's love
and teaches him the emotional and spiritual truths he had never learned from books.

Richly philosophical and deeply romantic, the play is areaction against eighteenth-century rationalism. It
asserts the existence of some higher truth to be foud in music, poetry, and a sympathetic response to nature,
but it also, contrary to the doctrine of art for art's sake, demands socia responsibility from the artist. Sand
believed that the arts should |ead society to an awareness of truth, freedom, and the meaning of life, and The
Seven Srings of the Lyreis an attempt to dramatize this belief.

Originaly published in 1989.
A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are

published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Whedler:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as exercise.
Weéll, probably you will want this A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre.

Brandon Adams:

The feeling that you get from A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyreisthe
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The
Seven Strings of the Lyre giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific A
Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre instantly.

Bonnie Daves:

The reserve untitled A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyreisthe reserve
that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso will get the e-book of A Woman's Version of the Faust
Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Wendy Hartnett:

The guide with title A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre has lot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.



Download and Read Online A Woman's Version of the Faust
L egend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre George Sand
#PF2579HRL JE



Read A Woman'sVersion of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of
the Lyre by George Sand for online ebook

A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre by George Sand Free PDF
dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the
Lyre by George Sand books to read online.

Online A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre by
George Sand ebook PDF download

A Woman'sVersion of the Faust L egend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre by George Sand Doc
A Woman's Version of the Faust Legend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre by Geor ge Sand M obipocket

A Woman's Version of the Faust L egend: The Seven Strings of the Lyre by George Sand EPub



