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Television has always augmented its dramatic and variety programming with sports. After covering
wrestling and boxing matches for several years, ABC added the hugely popular Roller Derby between 1949
and 1951, and later, college and pro football. Today, there is amultitude of pay and cable networks devoted
exclusively to baseball, football, golf, hockey, tennis, ice-skating, and auto racing. Rather than focusing on
live sports broadcasts, however, this book chronicles the history of sports-themed comedies and dramas, to
see how our national fictions have affected our authentic sports experiences, and vice versa.

Sports dominate the television landscape today, and still the demand for more is so great that pay and cable
networks continue to find funding and success, even when devoted exclusively to asingle sport. But thisis
really nothing new: television has always augmented its dramatic and variety programming with sports. Live
sports have had a tremendous impact on what we see on television, and on how we see it. Rather than
focusing on live sports broadcasts, however, this book takes a critical ook at sports-themed comedies and
dramas, to see how our authentic sports affect our national fictions as well. From the character studies that
supplement Olympic coverage, to nightly highlight reels, to reality programming on ESPN, sports both echo
and help shape the myths that pervade our culture. Sports on Television covers the changing relationship
between live sports broadcasts and television dramas, as well as the important technol ogical developments
and cultural shifts that have changed the way we view the reality of sports.

In 1949, after covering wrestling and boxing matches for several years, ABC added the hugely popular
Roller Derby, and later moved on to college and pro football, where humble beginnings have since
developed into a national obsession. In the early sixties Jimmy Stewart played a disgraced baseball player in
Flashing Spikes-which was also one of the rare ventures into television for veteran director John Ford. On
HBO the Y ankees have been the subject of both 61* - about Roger Maris's quest to top Babe Ruth's home
run record - and The Bronx Is Burning, about the 1977 Y ankees team. And there have been sports-themed
TV sitcoms as well, such as Sports Night, Aaron Sorkin's critically lauded but commercialy unsuccessful
project, which preceded his work on The West Wing. Meanwhile American Gladiators?a strange blend of
canned programming and authentic athletic endeavor that in effect putstelevision audiencesin an arenawith
what amounts to professional athletes?is quickly becoming one of the most popular shows on primetime.
Here, Marill gives due timeto al of these unique projects.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Campbell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Sports on Television (Praeger Television
Collection) to read.

Kathy Vaughn:

Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his'her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Sports on
Television (Praeger Television Collection) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Gregory McCormick:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
aswell as can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Cheri Turner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Sports on Television (Praeger Television
Collection).
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