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While scholarship on Lucretius has looked to connect De rerum natura to its larger cultural and historical
context, it has never turned to speech act theory in this quest. This omission is striking at least in so far as
speech act theory was developed precisely as a way of locating language (including texts) within a theory of
action. At its root speech act theory is about how language is part of history and acts within it, and it thus
holds promise for addressing this long-standing scholarly concern. Further, as this book asserts, speech act
theory is not some modern development that one may apply to De rerum natura but rather a theory native, at
least in some respects, to Epicurus' school. The argument contends that a central problem in Epicurean
semantics may be resolved if we allow that Epicurus (or his school) developed an understanding of
performative language. It reads the fragmentary remains of Epicurus' writing on language against central
texts of speech act theory such as J. L. Austin's How to Do Things with Words and ?mile Benveniste's
definition of the performative as a form of speaking in which the act of speech creates its own referent. The
book moves on to consider the larger place of performativity within De rerum natura, and the poem's insight
on the acts of promising and naming. Bridging critical theory and ancient philosophy, The Language of
Atoms will engage scholars in a host of humanities disciplines, including Classics, Philosophy, and
Comparative Literature.
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From reader reviews:

Harriette Corwin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Language of Atoms:
Performativity and Politics in Lucretius' De rerum natura book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michael Ramsey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Language of Atoms: Performativity and Politics in Lucretius' De rerum natura, you are able to tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

Juanita Bey:

The reason why? Because this The Language of Atoms: Performativity and Politics in Lucretius' De rerum
natura is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Wanda Holmes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Language of Atoms:
Performativity and Politics in Lucretius' De rerum natura which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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