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From the cleric-led Iranian revolution to the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan, many people have been
surprised by what they see as the modern reemergence of an antimodern phenomenon. This book helps
account for the increasingly visible public role of traditionally educated Muslim religious scholars (the
`ulama) across contemporary Muslim societies. Muhammad Qasim Zaman describes the transformations the
centuries-old culture and tradition of the `ulama have undergone in the modern era--transformations that
underlie the new religious and political activism of these scholars. In doing so, it provides a new foundation
for the comparative study of Islam, politics, and religious change in the contemporary world.

While focusing primarily on Pakistan, Zaman takes a broad approach that considers the Taliban and the
`ulama of Iran, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, India, and the southern Philippines. He shows how their religious and
political discourses have evolved in often unexpected but mutually reinforcing ways to redefine and enlarge
the roles the `ulama play in society. Their discourses are informed by a longstanding religious tradition, of
which they see themselves as the custodians. But these discourses are equally shaped by--and contribute in
significant ways to--contemporary debates in the Muslim public sphere.

This book offers the first sustained comparative perspective on the `ulama and their increasingly crucial
religious and political activism. It shows how issues of religious authority are debated in contemporary
Islam, how Islamic law and tradition are continuously negotiated in a rapidly changing world, and how the
`ulama both react to and shape larger Islamic social trends. Introducing previously unexamined facets of
religious and political thought in modern Islam, it clarifies the complex processes of religious change
unfolding in the contemporary Muslim world and goes a long way toward explaining their vast social and
political ramifications.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Ulama in
Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Change (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Frank Bullard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ulama in Contemporary
Islam: Custodians of Change (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics). All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James Helm:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Ulama in Contemporary Islam:
Custodians of Change (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Billy Golden:

The book The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Change (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.
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