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Why did America invade Iraq? Why do nations choose to fight certain wars and not others? How do we
bring ourselves to believe that the sacrifice of our troops is acceptable? For most, the answers to these
questions are tied to struggles for power or resources and the machinations of particular interest groups.
Philip Smith argues that this realist answer to the age-old "why war?" question is insufficient. Instead, Smith
suggests that every war has its roots in the ways we tell and interpret stories.

Comprised of case studies of the War in Iraq, the Gulf War, and the Suez Crisis, Why War? decodes the
cultural logic of the narratives that justify military action. Each nation, Smith argues, makes use of binary
codes—good and evil, sacred and profane, rational and irrational, to name a few. These codes, in the hands
of political leaders, activists, and the media, are deployed within four different types of
narratives—mundane, tragic, romantic, or apocalyptic. With this cultural system, Smith is able to radically
recast our "war stories" and show how nations can have vastly different understandings of crises as each
identifies the relevant protagonists and antagonists, objects of struggle, and threats and dangers.

The large-scale sacrifice of human lives necessary in modern war, according to Smith, requires an
apocalyptic vision of world events. In the case of the War in Iraq, for example, he argues that the United
States and Britain replicated a narrative of impending global doom from the Gulf War. But in their
apocalyptic account they mistakenly made the now seemingly toothless Saddam Hussein once again a
symbol of evil by writing him into the story alongside al Qaeda, resulting in the war's contestation in the
United States, Britain, and abroad.

Offering an innovative approach to understanding how major wars are packaged, sold, and understood, Why
War? will be applauded by anyone with an interest in military history, political science, cultural studies, and
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

The event that you get from Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf
War, and Suez giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular
Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez instantly.

Charles Lee:

This Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez are generally reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the
Gulf War, and Suez can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brenda Burrows:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Why War?: The
Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez.

Frankie Lampkins:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq,
the Gulf War, and Suez is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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