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In 1983, Boston and Chicago elected progressive mayors with deep roots among community activists.
Taking office as the Reagan administration was withdrawing federal aid from local governments, Boston's
Raymond Flynn and Chicago's Harold Washington implemented major policies that would outlast them.
More than reforming governments, they changed the substance of what the government was trying to do:
above all, to effect a measure of redistribution of resources to the cities' poor and working classes and away
from hollow goals of "growth" as measured by the accumulation of skyscrapers. In Boston, Flynn moderated
an office development boom while securing millions of dollars for affordable housing. In Chicago,
Washington implemented concrete measures to save manufacturing jobs, against the tide of national policy
and trends.

Activists in City Hall examines how both mayors achieved their objectives by incorporating neighborhood
activists as a new organizational force in devising, debating, implementing, and shaping policy. Based in
extensive archival research enriched by details and insights gleaned from hours of interviews with key
figures in each administration and each city's activist community, Pierre Clavel argues that key to the success
of each mayor were numerous factors: productive contacts between city hall and neighborhood activists,
strong social bases for their agendas, administrative innovations, and alternative visions of the city.
Comparing the experiences of Boston and Chicago with those of other contemporary progressive cities-
Hartford, Berkeley, Madison, Santa Cruz, Santa Monica, Burlington, and San Francisco-Activists in City
Hall provides a new account of progressive urban politics during the Reagan era and offers many valuable
lessons for policymakers, city planners, and progressive political activists.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and
Chicago.

Gloria Eller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Bruce Parisien:

The book untitled Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice read.

Stanley Rivas:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Activists in City Hall: The Progressive Response to
the Reagan Era in Boston and Chicago can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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