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American Cornball is Christopher Miller's irresistibly funny illustrated survey of popular humor—the topics
that used to make us laugh, from hiccups and henpecked-husbands to outhouses and old maids—and what it
tells us about our country yesterday and today.

Miller revisits nearly 200 comic staples that have been passed down through our culture for generations,
many originating from the vaudeville age. He explores the (often unseemly) contexts from which they arose,
why they were funny in their time, and why they eventually lost their appeal. The result is a kind of
taxonomy of humor during America's golden age that provides a deeper, more profound look at the
prejudices, preoccupations, and peculiarities of a nation polarized between urban and rural, black and white,
highborn and lowbrow.

As he touches on issues of racism and sexism, cultural stereotypes and violence, Miller reveals how
dramatically our moral sensibilities have shifted, most notably in the last few decades. Complete with more
than 100 period illustrations, American Cornball is a richly entertaining survey of our shifting comic
universe.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Williams:

The book American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Potter:

This American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the
Formerly Funny can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Walter Pyle:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly Funny.

Tyler Cote:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to



try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Cornball: A Laffopedic Guide to the Formerly
Funny can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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