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For years critics have held that literary modernism was both apolitical and solipsistic. While the former
charge began to give way with the recession of New Criticism, the latter has grown in strength as a lead-in to
the claim that postmodernism is apolitical and solipsistic. Against this backdrop, Kevin Bell surveys fiction
by Conrad, Woolf, Faulkner, West, Ellison, and Himes to show that modernism is a sharply philosophical
archive. In Ashes Taken for Fire, he argues that modernism exposes cultural identities such as blackness as
mere strategies of conforming the self into belonging. Bell’s examination pursues the question of nonidentity
through sound, silence, and gesture, treating these as technologies of reading the contradictions, breakdowns,
and erasures that constitute subjectivity. His analysis of these texts reveals that the aesthetic investigations
they perform undo the logic of cultural identity, devastating such reductive rubrics as “race” or “gender.”
Ashes Taken for Fire explores the experience of blackness in both its chromatic/ocular and “racial” registers.
For while blackness operates as a standard figural expression for disorientation, its presumably “voided”
character is reprojected in this work as an immanent force of possibility and experimentation. Kevin Bell is
assistant professor of English and comparative literary studies at Northwestern University.
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From reader reviews:

Georgette Tang:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the
Critique of Identity.

Jessica Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Ashes Taken for Fire:
Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique
of Identityis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Eric Sanders:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the
Critique of Identity can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Della Francis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic
Modernism and the Critique of Identity or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique
of Identity to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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