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Whether to accept or to challenge conventional notions of 'reality' and 'common-sense' is a question that has
beendebated since antiquity. Do we contentedly accept the 'cages' or constraints seemingly imposed by the
human condition, as well as by the intellectual frameworks of science, language, history, and ethics? Or do
we aspire to escape and transcend them in an endless quest for something preferable – some indefinable
'sublime'?

Beverley Southgateexplores both traditions, identifying two seemingly distinct 'classes of men', variously
exemplified by such thinkers as Aristotle and Plato, Bentham and Coleridge, Tolstoy and Nietzsche. Having
its starting point in intellectual history, his investigation crosses disciplinary boundaries, drawing on
evidence and ideas from philosophers, psychologists, theologians, novelists, poets, and artists. With its
recommendation of continuing tension or (in Emerson's terminology) 'oscillation' between acceptance and
aspiration, and its positive agenda for the humanities of a 'duty of discontent', this work has important
practical implications for politics and education.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Contentment in Contention will
make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Steven Peterson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Contentment
in Contention suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Contentment in Contentionis a single of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Raymond Bailey:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Contentment in Contention that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Contentment in Contention become your starter.

Ella Oxley:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Contentment in Contention. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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