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An interdisciplinary look at the dramatic changes in the contemporary Japanese family, including both
empirical data and analyses of popular culture.

The Japanese family is at a crossroads of demographic change and altered cultural values. While the
population of children has been shrinking and that of elders rising, attitudes about rights and responsibilities
within the family have changed significantly. The realities of life in postmodern society have shaped both the
imagined family of popular culture and the lived experience of Japanese family members. Imagined
Families, Lived Families takes an interdisciplinary approach toward these dramatic changes by looking at the
Japanese family from a variety of perspectives, including media studies, anthropology, sociology, literature,
and popular culture. The contributors look at representations of family in manga and anime, outsider families
and families that must contend with state prosecution of political activists, the stereotype of the absolute
Japanese father, and old age and end-of-life decisions in a rapidly aging society with changing family
configurations.

Akiko Hashimoto is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Pittsburgh and the author of The
Gift of Generations: Japanese and American Perspectives on Aging and the Social Contract.

John W. Traphagan is Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Anthropology at the University of Texas
at Austin and the coeditor (with John Knight) of Demographic Change and the Family in Japan’s Aging
Society, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

With other case, little persons like to read book Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in
Contemporary Japan. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in
Contemporary Japan. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Virginia Laird:

The book Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in Contemporary Japan gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in Contemporary Japan to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Imagined
Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in Contemporary Japan. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Rhonda Lanham:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in Contemporary Japan provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Earl Casey:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Imagined Families, Lived Families: Culture and Kinship in Contemporary
Japan can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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