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In one of the most provocative books ever published on Americas socia welfare system, economist Janet
Currie argues that the modern social safety net is under attack.

Unlike most books about antipoverty programs, Currie trains her focus not on cash welfare, which accounts
for asmall and shrinking share of federal expenditures on poor families with children, but on the staples of
today's American welfare system: Medicaid, Food Stamps, Head Start, WIC, and public housing. These
programs, Currie maintains, form an effective, if largely invisible and haphazard safety net, and yet they are
the very programs most vulnerable to political attack and misunderstanding.

This book highlights both the importance and the fragility of this safety net, arguing that, while not perfect, it
is essential to fighting poverty. Currie demonstrates how America's safety net is threatened by growing
budget deficits and by an erroneous public belief that antipoverty programs for children do not work and are
riddled with fraud.

By unearthing new empirical data, Currie makes the case that social programs for families with children are
actually remarkably effective. She takes her argument one step further by offering specific reforms--detailed
in each chapter--for improving these programs even more. The book concludes with an overview of an
integrated safety net that would fight poverty more effectively and prevent children from slipping through
holesin the net. (For example, Currie recommends the implementation of a benefit "debit card” that would
provide benefits with less administrative burden on the recipient.)

A complement to books such as Barbara Ehrenreich's bestselling Nickel and Dimed, which document the
personal struggles of the working poor, The Invisible Safety Net provides a big-picture ook at the kind of
programs and solutions that would help ease those struggles. Comprehensive and authoritative, it will prompt
amajor reexamination of the current thinking on improving the lives of needy Americans.
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From reader reviews:
Mariano Smith:

The book The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families? Severa of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share al of these. Book The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and
Families has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Margarita Culbertson:

This The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Invisible Safety Net:
Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's
Poor Children and Families giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mary Ruch:

The book with title The Invisible Safety Net: Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families posesses a
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Haley Berg:

Isit anindividua who having spare timein that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Invisible Safety Net:
Protecting the Nation's Poor Children and Families can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not
anerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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