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Modern America owes the Roman Empire for more than gladiator movies and the architecture of the nation's
Capitol. It can also thank the ancient republic for some helpful lessonsin globalization. So argues economic
historian Harold James in this masterful work of intellectual history.

The book addresses what James terms "the Roman dilemma’’--the paradoxical notion that while global
society depends on a system of rules for building peace and prosperity, this system inevitably leads to
domestic clashes, international rivalry, and even wars. Asit did in ancient Rome, James argues, a rule-based
world order eventually subverts and destroys itself, creating the need for imperial action. Theresultisa
continuous fluctuation between pacification and the breakdown of domestic order.

James summons this argument, first put forth more than two centuries ago in Adam Smith's Wealth of
Nations and Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, to put current events into perspective.
The world now finds itself staggering between a set of internationally negotiated trading rules and exchange-
-rate regimes, and the enforcement practiced by a sometimes-imperial America. These two forces--liberal
international order and empire--will one day feed on each other to create a shakeup in global relations, James
predicts. To reinforce his point, he invokes the familiar bon mot once applied to the British Empire: "When
Britain could not rule the waves, it waived the rules."

Despite the pessimistic prognostications of Smith and Gibbon, who saw no way out of this dilemma, James
ends his book on aless depressing note. He includes a chapter on one possible way in which the world could
resolve the Roman Predicament--by opting for a global system based on values as opposed to rules.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Ramsey:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order
Create the Politics of Empire book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International
Order Create the Politics of Empire content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you still
thinking The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create the Politics of Empireis not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Douglas Quintanar:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world redlly likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Roman
Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create the Politics of Empire, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Lena Lewis

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create the Politics of Empire your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of
International Order Create the Politics of Empire giving you another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

John Cotton:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be study.



The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create the Palitics of Empire can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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