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During the Great Migration of the 1920s and 1930s, southern African Americans flocked to the South Side
Chicago community of Bronzeville, the cultural, political, social, and economic hub of African American life
in the city, if not the Midwest. The area soon became the epicenter of community activism as working-class
African Americans struggled for equality in housing and employment. In this study, Lionel Kimble Jr.
demonstrates how these struggles led to much of the civil rights activism that occurred from 1935 to 1955 in
Chicago and shows how this working-class activism and culture helped to ground the early civil rights
movement. Despite the obstacles posed by the Depression, blue-collar African Americans worked with leftist
organizations to counter job discrimination and made strong appeals to New Deal allies for access to public
housing. Kimble details how growing federal intervention in local issues during World War II helped
African Americans make significant inroads into Chicago’s war economy and how returning African
American World War II veterans helped to continue the fight against discrimination in housing and
employment after the war. The activism that appeared in Bronzeville was not simply motivated by the “class
consciousness” rhetoric of the organized labor movement but instead grew out of everyday struggles for
racial justice, citizenship rights, and improved economic and material conditions. With its focus on the role
of working-class African Americans—as opposed to the middle-class leaders who have received the most
attention from civil rights historians in the past—A New Deal for Bronzeville makes a significant
contribution to the study of civil rights work in the Windy City and enriches our understanding of African
American life in mid-twentieth-century Chicago. 

This publication is partially funded by a grant from Furthermore: a program of the J.M. Kaplan fund.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that you can
your reading talent was fluently. A book A New Deal for Bronzeville: Housing, Employment, and Civil
Rights in Black Chicago, 1935-1955 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Thomas Daniels:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that A New Deal for
Bronzeville: Housing, Employment, and Civil Rights in Black Chicago, 1935-1955 book as basic and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Whitney Ortez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually A New Deal for Bronzeville: Housing, Employment, and Civil Rights in Black Chicago,
1935-1955.

Sheri Williams:

Beside this kind of A New Deal for Bronzeville: Housing, Employment, and Civil Rights in Black Chicago,
1935-1955 in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A New Deal for Bronzeville:
Housing, Employment, and Civil Rights in Black Chicago, 1935-1955 because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well
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