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In modern society, we tend to have faith in technology. But is our concept of ‘technology’ itself a cultural
illusion? This book challenges the idea that humanity as a whole is united in a common development toward
increasingly efficient technologies. Instead it argues that modern technology implies a kind of global ‘zero-
sum game’ involving uneven resource flows, which make it possible for wealthier parts of global society to
save time and space at the expense of humans and environments in the poorer parts.

We tend to think of the functioning of machines as if it was detached from the social relations of exchange
which make machines economically and physically possible (in some areas). But even the steam engine that
was the core of the Industrial Revolution in England was indissolubly linked to slave labour and soil erosion
in distant cotton plantations. And even as seemingly benign a technology as railways have historically saved
time (and accessed space) primarily for those who can afford them, but at the expense of labour time and
natural space lost for other social groups with less purchasing power. The existence of technology, in other
words, is not a cornucopia signifying general human progress, but the unevenly distributed result of unequal
resource transfers that the science of economics is not equipped to perceive. Technology is not simply a
relation between humans and their natural environment, but more fundamentally a way of organizing global
human society. From the very start it has been a global phenomenon, which has intertwined political,
economic and environmental histories in complex and inequitable ways. This book unravels these complex
connections and rejects the widespread notion that technology will make the world sustainable. Instead it
suggests a radical reform of money, which would be as useful for achieving sustainability as for avoiding
financial breakdown.

It brings together various perspectives from environmental and economic anthropology, ecological
economics, political ecology, world-system analysis, fetishism theory, semiotics, environmental and
economic history, and development theory. Its main contribution is a new understanding of technological
development and concerns about global sustainability as questions of power and uneven distribution,
ultimately deriving from the inherent logic of general-purpose money. It should be of interest to students and
professionals with a background or current engagement in anthropology, sustainability studies,
environmental history, economic history, or development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Global Ecology and Unequal
Exchange: Fetishism in a Zero-Sum World (Routledge Studies in Ecological Economics) book because book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it everbody knows.

Karen Chan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Global Ecology and Unequal Exchange:
Fetishism in a Zero-Sum World (Routledge Studies in Ecological Economics) as the daily resource
information.

Randy Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Global Ecology and Unequal Exchange: Fetishism in a Zero-Sum World (Routledge Studies in Ecological
Economics).

Jennifer Nava:

Global Ecology and Unequal Exchange: Fetishism in a Zero-Sum World (Routledge Studies in Ecological
Economics) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Global Ecology and Unequal Exchange: Fetishism in a Zero-Sum



World (Routledge Studies in Ecological Economics) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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