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"It'sagreat irony that Israel was more secure as an ideathan it's ever been as a nation with an army."

In AD 70, when the Second Temple was destroyed, a handful of visionaries saved Judaism by reinventing
it—by taking what had been a national religion, identified with a particular place, and turning it into an idea.
Jews no longer needed Jerusalem to be Jews. Whenever a Jew studied—wherever he was—he would bein
the holy city. In thisway, afew rabbis turned areal city into acity of the mind; in this way, they turned the
Temple into abook and preserved their faith. Though you can burn a city, you cannot sack an idea or kill a
book. But in our own time, Zionists have turned the book back into a

temple. And unlike an idea, atemple can be destroyed. The creation of Israel has made Jews vulnerablein a
way they have not been for two thousand years.

Inlsrael Is Real, Rich Cohen's superb new history of the Zionist idea and the Jewish state—the history of a
nation chronicled asif it were the biography of a person—he bringsto life dozens of fascinating figures, each
driven by the same impulse: to reach Jerusalem. From false messiahs such as David Alroy (Cohen calls him
the first superhero, with histallis as a cape) and Sabbatai Zevi, who led thousands on a mad spiritual journey,
to the early Zionists (many of them failed journalists), to the iconic figures of modern Jewish Sparta, David
Ben-Gurion, Golda Meir, Yitzhak Rabin, and Ariel Sharon, Cohen shows how all these lives together form a
single story, asingle life. In this unique book, Cohen examines the myth of the wandering Jew, the paradox
of Jewish power (how can you be both holy and nuclear?), and the triumph and tragedy of the Jewish
state—how the creation of modern Israel has changed what it means to be a Jew anywhere.
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From reader reviews:
Valerie Hemming:

The reserve untitled Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History is
the e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The copy writer was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Isragl Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to
Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Gilbert Johnson:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to
Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who €lse read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History as good book
not merely by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't ascertain book
by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Karen Keegan:

Thislsrael Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History is great e-book for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reved it details accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have wholeinfoinit.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation
and Its History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Tony Paulson:

You will get thisIsrael Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are



still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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