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Social work and social policy in the United States have always had a complex and troubled relationship. In
The Altruistic Imagination, John H. Ehrenreich offers a critical interpretation of their intertwined histories,
seeking to understand the problems that face these two vital institutions in American society.

Ehrenreich demonstrates that the emphasis of social work has always vacillated between individual treatment
and social reform. Tracing this ever-changing focus from the Progressive Era, through the development of
the welfare state, the New Deal, and the affluent 1950s and 1960s, into the administration of Ronald Reagan,
he places the evolution of social work in the context of political, cultural, and ideological trends, noting the
paradoxes inherent in the attempt to provide essential services and reflect at the same time the intentions of
the state. He concludes by examining the turning point faced by the social work profession in the 1980s,
indicated by a return to casework and a withdrawal from social policy concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social Work and
Social Policy in the United States seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Altruistic Imagination: A
History of Social Work and Social Policy in the United States is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social Work and
Social Policy in the United States. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Medellin:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Altruistic Imagination: A History
of Social Work and Social Policy in the United States book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tiffany Zamora:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Altruistic
Imagination: A History of Social Work and Social Policy in the United States.

James Wood:

Beside this specific The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social Work and Social Policy in the United
States in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Altruistic Imagination: A
History of Social Work and Social Policy in the United States because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil



happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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