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Due to the inherent contradiction in Freud's concept of the Superego, there is a gap in our psychoanalytic
understanding of how conscience evolves. This distinction is essential for the successful treatment of patients
dominated by a harsh Superego and provides valuable insight into how contemporary society evaluates
moral decisions.The Petrified Ego argues for a revision of psychoanalytic theory to include instinct as the
primary form of morality. It makes the case that our earliest, infantile notion of 'good' and 'bad' is rather
founded on experiences which have been 'safe or 'threatening'. More often than not, this is the basis of our
moral judgement of others. It is only through direct challenge to these visceral values that beliefs
independent of the survival instinct can be forged.Why does this matter? Lack of distinction between the two
means that consideration of the 'right or wrong' or the 'good or bad' of others' behaviour is no more than the
rationalising of an instinctual response. To apply rationality is quite different to the act of rationalising.The
author argues that weighty issues such as the right to work and to claim benefit, the judicial handling of
rioting adolescents, prisoners' right to vote, institutional 'group think' such as seen in the banking sector, care
homes and even recently, the BBC, flounder for want of a sound framework around the origin and evolution
of morality.Contrary to the accepted view, the stability of society and the individuals who comprise it, is not
a compromise between opposites but the articulation of a relationship between two entities of a different
order: social and individual. An apparently well-structured organisation too often disguises a rigid moral
order which represses individual perspective. Once rigidity is acknowledged to be the hallmark of a moral
order founded on instinctual fear, it can be dissipated, allowing for the integration of individual experience,
facilitating a mature and inclusive moral stance.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Harris:

This book untitled The Petrified Ego: A New Theory of Conscience to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Joseph Lewis:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Petrified Ego: A New Theory of Conscience this reserve consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Lisa Westra:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top record
in your reading list will be The Petrified Ego: A New Theory of Conscience. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Antonette Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Petrified Ego: A New
Theory of Conscience.
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