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The Mississippi River was a strategic priority for the Union army from the outset of the American Civil War.
By controlling the Mississippi, the North’s military forces could effectively split the Confederacy in two and
create economic and logistical havoc for Confederate supply lines that relied on river transportation. A
number of battles were fought for control of the Mississippi, and ultimately the combination of Union troops
supported by Federal gunboats and armored paddle steamers culminated in the surrender of Port Hudson in
July 1863 and Union dominance over the Mississippi waterways.

The Battle of Memphis was one such fray waged for control of the Mississippi. It was amgjor victory
for the Union, one that was over almost before it began because of luck and lessons the Union fleet learned at
a hard-fought battle with the Confederate River Defense Fleet at Plum Point. Perhaps owing to its swift
conclusion, the Battle of Memphis has not received the scholarly attention of other battles, such as Vicksburg
and Forts Henry and Donelson. In To Retain Command of the Mississippi, Edward B. McCaul Jr. argues that
the Battle of Memphis was pivotal in the Union’s efforts to control the Mississippi River. The Union
command, by narrowly escaping defeat at Plum Point, learned invaluabl e lessons about the Confederate
River Defense Fleet and masterfully enacted those lessons in decisively defeating the Confederate fleet at
Memphis. With the Confederacy’ s river forces severely crippled after the Battle of Memphis, the Union
fleets pushed onward to eventual victory at Vicksburg.

McCaul bringsthis pivotal river battle back into the American Civil War discussion by highlighting
the Union gains and Confederate losses that led up to the Battle of Memphis and maintaining that had the
battle gone differently, Grant’s plans for taking Vicksburg would have been drastically altered

Edward B. McCaul Jr. is Assistant Dean for Curriculum and Assessment in the College of Engineering at
The Ohio State University. He is the author of The Mechanical Fuze and the Advance of Artillery in the Civil
War, and his articles have appeared in Military History, Vietham, and Aviation History.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Hood:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their sparetimeto
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book igible To
Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis? Maybe it isfor being
best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Melody Grissom:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for
Memphisthis publication consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explainit is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suitable all of you.

Alma Rasmussen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like To Retain Command of the
Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Alan Sarno:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign
for Memphis can make you feel more interested to read.
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