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Acclaimed as a magisterial, classic work, A Social History of English Cricket is an encyclopaedic survey of
the game, from its humble origins all the way to modern floodlit finishes. But it is also the story of English
culture, mirrored in a sport that has always been a complex repository of our manners, hierarchies and
politics. Derek Birley’s survey of the impact on cricket of two world wars, Empire and ‘the English caste
system’, will, contends Ian Wooldridge, ‘teach an intelligent child of twelve more about their heritage than
he or she will ever pick up at school.’ In just under 400 pages Birley takes us through a rich historical
tapestry: how the game was snatched from rustic obscurity by gentlemanly gamblers; became the height of
late eighteenth century metropolitan fashion; was turned into both symbol and synonym for British
imperialism; and its more recent struggle to dislodge the discomforting social values preserved in the game
from its imperial heyday. Superbly witty and humorous, peopled by larger-than-life characters from Denis
Compton to Ian Botham, and wholly forswearing nostalgia, A Social History of English Cricket is a tour-de-
force by one of the great writers on cricket.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide A Social History of English Cricket (Aurum Sports
Classics) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Leigh Grayer:

Often the book A Social History of English Cricket (Aurum Sports Classics) has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Maria Kim:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Social History of English Cricket (Aurum
Sports Classics) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt A Social History of English
Cricket (Aurum Sports Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book
that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Michael Mantz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and A Social History of English Cricket
(Aurum Sports Classics) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes A Social History of English Cricket (Aurum Sports Classics) to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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