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Human beings engage works of the arts in many different ways: they sing songs while working, they kiss
icons, they create and dedicate memorials. Yet almost all philosophers of art of the modern period have
ignored this variety and focused entirely on just one mode of engagement, namely, disinterested attention. In
the first part of the book Nicholas Wolterstorff asks why philosophers have concentrated on just this one
mode of engagement. The answer he proposes is
that almost all philosophers have accepted what the author calls the grand narrative concerning art in the
modern world. It is generally agreed that in the early modern period, members of the middle class in Western
Europe increasingly engaged works of the arts as objects of disinterested attention.
The grand narrative claims that this change represented the arts coming into their own, and that works of art,
so engaged, are socially other and transcendent. Wolterstorff argues that the grand narrative has to be
rejected as not fitting the facts.
Wolterstorff then offers an alternative framework for thinking about the arts. Central to the alternative
framework that he proposes are the idea of the arts as social practices and the idea of works of the arts as
having different meaning in different practices. He goes on to use this framework to analyse in some detail
five distinct social practices of art and the meaning that works have within those practices: the practice of
memorial art, of art for veneration, of social protest art, of
works songs, and of recent art-reflexive art.
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From reader reviews:

Evita Young:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Austin Lawrence:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Art Rethought: The Social
Practices of Art, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Carl Speed:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art can
give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Art Rethought: The Social Practices of Art.

Gary Spengler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Art
Rethought: The Social Practices of Art.
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