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Ancient Greek culture is pervaded by a profound ambivalence regarding female beauty. It is an awe-
inspiring, supremely desirable gift from the gods, essential to the perpetuation of a man's name through
reproduction; yet it also grants women terrifying power over men, posing a threat inseparable from its allure.
The myth of Helen is the central site in which the ancient Greeks expressed and reworked their culture's
anxieties about erotic desire. Despite the passage of three millennia, contemporary culture remains almost
obsessively preoccupied with all the power and danger of female beauty and sexuality that Helen still
represents. Yet Helen, the embodiment of these concerns for our purported cultural ancestors, has been little
studied from this perspective. Such issues are also central to contemporary feminist thought.

Helen of Troy engages with the ancient origins of the persistent anxiety about female beauty, focusing on this
key figure from ancient Greek culture in a way that both extends our understanding of that culture and
provides a useful perspective for reconsidering aspects of our own. Moving from Homer and Hesiod to
Sappho, Aeschylus, and Euripides, Ruby Blondell offers a fresh examination of the paradoxes and
ambiguities that Helen embodies. In addition to literary sources, Blondell considers the archaeological
record, which contains evidence of Helen's role as a cult figure, worshipped by maidens and newlyweds. The
result is a compelling new interpretation of this alluring figure.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Cain:

The book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Helen of Troy: Beauty,
Myth, Devastation? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Helen of Troy:
Beauty, Myth, Devastation has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Charlie Hartman:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth,
Devastation book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lisa Saxon:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation this reserve consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Jerry Schooler:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth,
Devastation has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading that.
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