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Jefferson's Great Gamble tells the incredible story of how four leaders of an upstart nation--Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe and Livingston--risked the future of their country and their own careers; outwitted
Napoleon Bonaparte, the world's most powerful ruler; and secured a new future for the United States of
America.

For two years before the Louisiana Purchase, the nine principal players in the deal watched France and the
United States approach the brink of war over the most coveted spot on the planet: a bustling port known as
New Orleans. And until the breakthrough moment when a deal was secured, the men who steered their
countries through the tense and often beguiling negotiations knew only that the futures of both nations were
being questioned, and that the answer was uncertain.

Jefferson's Great Gamble is an extraordinary work that redefines one of the most important and overlooked
events in American history. Charles A. Cerami reveals the untold thrusts and parries of the Louisiana
Purchase, an event that was not just a land sale, but thirty months of high drama, blandishment, posturing
and secret maneuvers by some of the most powerful and crafty men of their time. Utilizing original
correspondence and firsthand accounts, Cerami paints a vivid and engrossing narrative enriched by the words
of the men whose talents and weaknesses kept the negotiations alive during the most unsure moments.

When Thomas Jefferson took office as president of the United States in 1801, Louisiana was at the front of
his mind. Jefferson knew that the future of the country hinged on its right to navigate the Mississippi River
and have access to New Orleans. His hopes for maintaining this right were almost completely dashed when it
was discovered that Napoleon had secretly forced Spain to give the Louisiana Territory to France, and that
he had troops on the way to take possession of New Orleans.

Jefferson's only hope to stop the takeover lay in a great gamble: convincing Napoleon that the United States
was willing to go to war over the port city. Jefferson knew that war might fracture the new country, which at
the time had roughly one thousand men in its army. He was therefore faced with not only convincing
Napoleon that the United States was ready to fight, but bluffing him into thinking that it could win that
battle.

To execute his plan, Jefferson turned to his brilliant but troubled foreign-relations team. James Madison, the
wily secretary of state, devised with Jefferson a disinformation strategy that was remarkable for its ingenuity
and effectiveness. Robert Livingston, the American envoy to France, struggled to negotiate with French
officials while being disdained and ignored by Jefferson and Madison, his political rivals. And as the final
negotiations approached, James Monroe found himself sailing to Paris with the key to how the United States



would execute the endgame.

Napoleon was bombarded by contradicting opinions from his two closest advisors. François de Barbé-
Marbois, the impeccably honest finance minister, pushed toward a sale to raise money for a war with
England. Charles-Maurice de Tallyrand-Périgord, Napoleon's witty and corrupt chief advisor, pushed him to
hold on to the colony, a position he believed held long-term benefits for France, if not for Napoleon.

To read Jefferson's Great Gamble is to experience the tense days and nights leading to a decision that
changed the face of the world. From the early American infighting to the heated French negotiations to the
battle needed years later to secure the purchase, this new history is a story of dedicated men, each driven by
love of country, who created an event that Robert Livingston called "the noblest work of our lives."
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable Story of
Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men behind the Louisiana Purchase ended up being making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The guide Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men behind the
Louisiana Purchase is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men
behind the Louisiana Purchase. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Jefferson's Great
Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men behind the Louisiana Purchase.

John Mendoza:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jefferson's Great Gamble: The
Remarkable Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men behind the Louisiana Purchase can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Griselda Gonzalez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable
Story of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men behind the Louisiana Purchase can give you a lot of friends
because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Jefferson's Great Gamble: The Remarkable Story of Jefferson,



Napoleon and the Men behind the Louisiana Purchase.
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