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What is jihad? Does it mean violence, as many non-Muslims assume? Or does it mean peace, as some
Muslims insist? Because jihad is closely associated with the early spread of Islam, today's debate about the
origin and meaning of jihad is nothing less than a struggle over Islam itself. In Jihad in Islamic History,
Michael Bonner provides the first study in English that focuses on the early history of jihad, shedding much-
needed light on the most recent controversies over jihad.

To some, jihad is the essence of radical Islamist ideology, a synonym for terrorism, and even proof of Islam's
innate violence. To others, jihad means a peaceful, individual, and internal spiritual striving. Bonner,
however, shows that those who argue that jihad means only violence or only peace are both wrong. Jihad is a
complex set of doctrines and practices that have changed over time and continue to evolve today. The
Quran's messages about fighting and jihad are inseparable from its requirements of generosity and care for
the poor. Jihad has often been a constructive and creative force, the key to building new Islamic societies and
states. Jihad has regulated relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, in peace as well as in war. And
while today's "jihadists" are in some ways following the "classical" jihad tradition, they have in other ways
completely broken with it.

Written for general readers who want to understand jihad and its controversies, Jihad in Islamic History will
also interest specialists because of its original arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Dominique Fletcher:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Joseph Thomas:

The knowledge that you get from Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice could be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Jihad in Islamic History:
Doctrines and Practice instantly.

John McGinnis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice.

Clyde Traynor:

The book untitled Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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