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"Somebody said, 'History is written by the winners. The losers have nothing to say.' This book is by one of
the losers, a bit player, not the star of the drama." So begins Gilbert Mers in these personal recollections of
forty-two years on the Texas waterfront as longshoreman and radical union activist. But far from having
"nothing to say," Mers reveals himself as a thoughtful philosopher of democratic ideals and eloquent agitator
for union reform. He challenges the conventional wisdom that the leader is more valuable than the led. He
contends that long tenure in positions of power dulls the union officer's working-class instincts. Always one
to row against the current, Mers believes the union exists for the benefit of its members!

This is primary material of the best kind, vivid and evocative, and Mers, in his eighties at the time of writing
the book, is an unusually vigorous and articulate spokesman for a democratic and humane unionism.

Whether he is describing the sweaty, dangerous and back-breaking work of loading cotton bales into the hold
of an outbound ship or the gut-gripping tension of a face-to-face encounter with Texas Rangers bent on "law
and order," Mers writes with the voice and conscience of the rank-and-file worker. He paints the waterfront
world as it was, and perhaps still is—full of danger, humor, dignity in demoralizing circumstances,
frustration, struggle, and sometimes hope—and tells his story with such wry humanity that even those who
disagree with his destination will enjoy the ride.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

The particular book Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Working the
Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Robert Zamora:

The reserve with title Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman includes a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Karen Martinez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel
Longshoreman giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Faye Pearson:

This Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman is great book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Working the Waterfront: The Ups and Downs of a Rebel Longshoreman in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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