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Between Medieval Men argues for the importance of synoptically examining the whole range of same-sex
relations in the Anglo-Saxon period, revisiting well-known texts and issues (as well as material often
considered marginal) from a radically different perspective. The introductory chapters first lay out the
premises underlying the book and its critical context, then emphasise the need to avoid modern cultural
assumptions about both male-female and male-male relationships, and underline the paramount place of
homosocial bonds in Old English literature. Part II then investigates the construction of and attitudes to
same-sex acts and identities in ethnographic, penitential, and theological texts, ranging widely throughout the
Old English corpus and drawing on Classical, Medieval Latin, and Old Norse material. Part III expands the
focus to homosocial bonds in Old English literature in order to explore the range of associations for same-sex
intimacy and their representation in literary texts such as Genesis A, Beowulf, The Battle of Maldon, The
Dream of the Rood, The Phoenix, and AElfric's Lives of Saints.

During the course of the book's argument, David Clark uncovers several under-researched issues and
suggests fruitful approaches for their investigation. He concludes that, in omitting to ask certain questions of
Anglo-Saxon material, in being too willing to accept the status quo indicated by the extant corpus, in
uncritically importing invisible (because normative) heterosexist assumptions in our reading, we risk
misrepresenting the diversity and complexity that a more nuanced approach to issues of gender and sexuality
suggests may be more genuinely characteristic of the period.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Seaton:

This Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship
and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature without we comprehend teach the one who reading through
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship
and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Between
Medieval Men: Male Friendship and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Selma McDaniel:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship and Desire in Early Medieval
English Literature why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Kevin Vickers:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship and
Desire in Early Medieval English Literature or others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship and Desire in Early
Medieval English Literature to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Betty Bass:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Between Medieval Men: Male
Friendship and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose



very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book
Between Medieval Men: Male Friendship and Desire in Early Medieval English Literature can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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