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This is the first full biography of Charles Williams (1886-1945), an extraordinary and controversial figure
who was a central member of the Inklings?the group of Oxford writers that included C.S. Lewis and J.R.R.
Tolkien. Charles Williams?novelist, poet, theologian, magician and guru?was the strangest, most multi-
talented, and most controversial member of the group.

He was a pioneering fantasy writer, who still has a cult following. C.S. Lewis thought his poems on King
Arthur and the Holy Grail were among the best poetry of the twentieth century for 'the soaring and gorgeous
novelty of their technique, and their profound wisdom'. But Williams was full of contradictions. An
influential theologian, Williams was also deeply involved in the occult, experimenting extensively with
magic, practising erotically-tinged rituals, and acquiring a following of devoted
disciples.

Membership of the Inklings, whom he joined at the outbreak of the Second World War, was only the final
phase in a remarkable career. From a poor background in working-class London, Charles Williams rose to
become an influential publisher, a successful dramatist, and an innovative literary critic. His friends and
admirers included T.S. Eliot, W.H. Auden, Dylan Thomas, and the young Philip Larkin.

A charismatic personality, he held left-wing political views, and believed that the Christian churches had
dangerously undervalued sexuality. To redress the balance, he developed a 'Romantic Theology', aiming at
an approach to God through sexual love. He became the most admired lecturer in wartime Oxford,
influencing a generation of young writers before dying suddenly at the height of his powers.

This biography draws on a wealth of documents, letters and private papers, many never before opened to
researchers, and on more than twenty interviews with people who knew Williams. It vividly recreates the
bizarre and dramatic life of this strange, uneasy genius, of whom Eliot wrote, 'For him there was no frontier
between the material and the spiritual world.'
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular Charles Williams: The Third Inkling to read.

Janice Saucier:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
this.

Billy Smith:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Charles Williams: The Third
Inkling. You can more appealing than now.

Linda Justice:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Charles Williams: The Third Inkling to
make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the
reserve Charles Williams: The Third Inkling can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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