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Life in the old South has always fascinated Americans--whether in the mythical portrayals of the planter elite
from fiction such as Gone With the Wind or in historical studies that look inside the slave cabin. Now Brenda
E. Stevenson presents a reality far more gripping than popular legend, even as she challenges the
conventional wisdom of academic historians. Life in Black and White provides a panoramic portrait of family
and community life in and around Loudoun County, Virginia--weaving the fascinating personal stories of
planters and slaves, of free blacks and poor-to-middling whites, into a powerful portrait of southern society
from the mid-eighteenth century to the Civil War.
Loudoun County and its vicinity encapsulated the full sweep of southern life. Here the region's most
illustrious families--the Lees, Masons, Carters, Monroes, and Peytons--helped forge southern traditions and
attitudes that became characteristic of the entire region while mingling with yeoman farmers of German,
Scotch-Irish, and Irish descent, and free black families who lived alongside abolitionist Quakers and
thousands of slaves. Stevenson brilliantly recounts their stories as she builds the complex picture of their
intertwined lives, revealing how their combined histories guaranteed Loudon's role in important state,
regional, and national events and controversies. Both the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution, for example, were hidden at a local plantation during the War of 1812. James Monroe wrote his
famous "Doctrine" at his Loudon estate. The area also was the birthplace of celebrated fugitive slave Daniel
Dangerfield, the home of John Janney, chairman of the Virginia secession convention, a center for
Underground Railroad activities, and the location of John Brown's infamous 1859 raid at Harpers Ferry.
In exploring the central role of the family, Brenda Stevenson offers a wealth of insight: we look into the lives
of upper class women, who bore the oppressive weight of marriage and motherhood as practiced in the South
and the equally burdensome roles of their husbands whose honor was tied to their ability to support and lead
regardless of their personal preference; the yeoman farm family's struggle for respectability; and the
marginal economic existence of free blacks and its undermining influence on their family life.
Most important, Stevenson breaks new ground in her depiction of slave family life. Following the lead of
historian Herbert Gutman, most scholars have accepted the idea that, like white, slaves embraced the nuclear
family, both as a living reality and an ideal. Stevenson destroys this notion, showing that the harsh realities
of slavery, even for those who belonged to such attentive masters as George Washington, allowed little
possibility of a nuclear family. Far more important were extended kin networks and female headed
households.
Meticulously researched, insightful, and moving, Life in Black and White offers our most detailed portrait yet
of the reality of southern life. It forever changes our understanding of family and race relations during the
reign of the peculiar institution in the American South.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

This Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave South are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Life in Black and White: Family
and Community in the Slave South can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave
South forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

James Batts:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Life in Black and
White: Family and Community in the Slave South suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave Southis
one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Bessie Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Life in Black and White: Family and
Community in the Slave South reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Life in Black
and White: Family and Community in the Slave South as good book not just by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dorothy Payne:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Life in Black and White: Family and Community in the Slave South we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best



book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Life in Black and
White: Family and Community in the Slave South. You can more appealing than now.
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