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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott argues that two historical
revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and
brought a system of sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Second,
ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to colonial empires around 1960,
spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about
legitimate political authority profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising social power upon the elites
who could bring about new international constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance,
arrived at Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on behalf of the
sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable remains of a unified medieval
Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival
superpowers pressured European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new theoretical and historical depth to
the study of international relations, Philpott demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other
forms of material power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be organized
into a system of sovereign states.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book
very ideal to you. The book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

John Tibbs:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped
Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lanita Hill:

The particular book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Janice Delarosa:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International
Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) when you needed it?
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