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Some 37,000 soldiers from six German principalities, collectively remembered as Hessians, entered service
as British auxiliaries in the American War of Independence. At times, they constituted a third of the British
army in North America, and thousands of them were imprisoned by the Americans. Despite the importance
of Germans in the British war effort, historians have largely overlooked these men. Drawing on research in
German military records and common soldiers’ letters and diaries, Daniel Krebs places the prisoners on
center stage in A Generous and Merciful Enemy, portraying them as individuals rather than simply as
numbers in casualty lists.

Setting his account in the context of British and European politics and warfare, Krebs explains the
motivations of the German states that provided contract soldiers for the British army. We think of the
Hessians as mercenaries, but, as he shows, many were conscripts. Some were new recruits; others, veterans.
Some wanted to stay in the New World after the war. Krebs further describes how the Germans were made
prisoners, either through capture or surrender, and brings to life their experiences in captivity from New
England to Havana, Cuba.

Krebs discusses prison conditions in detail, addressing both the American approach to war prisoners and the
prisoners’ responses to their experience. He assesses American efforts as a “generous and merciful enemy”
to use the prisoners as economic, military, and propagandistic assets. In the process, he never loses sight of
the impact of imprisonment on the POWs themselves.

Adding new dimensions to an important but often neglected topic in military history, Krebs probes the
origins of the modern treatment of POWs. An epilogue describes an almost-forgotten 1785 treaty between
the United States and Prussia, the first in western legal history to regulate the treatment of prisoners of war.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

The feeling that you get from A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the
American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is the more deep you excavating the information
that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the
American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having that A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during
the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series) instantly.

Christopher Hairston:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the
American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders Series).

Barbara Erickson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Generous and Merciful
Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders
Series), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Mathew Holstein:

This A Generous and Merciful Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Generous and Merciful



Enemy: Life for German Prisoners of War during the American Revolution (Campaigns and Commanders
Series) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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