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Did possessing and killing amount to the same thing deep within the dark recesses of the human beast?

La Bete humaine (1890), is one of Zola's most violent and explicit works. On one level a tale of murder,
passion and possession, it is also a compassionate study of individuals derailed by atavistic forces beyond
their control.

Zola considered this his `most finely worked' novel, and in it he powerfully evokes life at the end of the
Second Empire in France, where society seemed to be hurtling into the future like the new locomotives and
railways it was building. While expressing the hope that human nature evolves through education and
gradually frees itself of the burden of inherited evil, he is constantly reminding us that under the veneer of
technological progress there remains, always, the beast within.

This new translation captures Zola's fast-paced yet deliberately dispassionate style, while the introduction
and detailed notes place the novel in its social, historical, and literary context.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics). Try to face the book La
Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Johnny Ballance:

The book La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book La
Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Gary Roth:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying La Bête humaine (Oxford
World's Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you may pick La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) become your starter.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
La Bête humaine (Oxford World's Classics) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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