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A leading scholar explores the importance of physical objects and sensory experience in the practice of
religion.
 
Humans are needy. We need things: objects, keepsakes, stuff, tokens, knickknacks, bits and pieces, junk, and
treasure. We carry special objects in our pockets and purses, and place them on shelves in our homes and
offices. As commonplace as these objects are, they can also be extraordinary, as they allow us to connect
with the world beyond our skin.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects takes a fresh and much-needed approach to the study of that contentious
yet vital area of human culture: religion. Arguing that religion must be understood in the first instance as
deriving from rudimentary human experiences, from lived, embodied practices, S. Brent Plate asks us to put
aside, for the moment, questions of belief and abstract ideas. Instead, beginning with the desirous,
incomplete human body (symbolically evoked by “½”), he asks us to focus on five ordinary types of
objects—stones, incense, drums, crosses, and bread—with which we connect in our pursuit of religious
meaning and fulfillment.
 
As Plate considers each of these objects, he explores how the world’s religious traditions have put each of
them to different uses throughout the millennia. We learn why incense is used by Hindus at a celebration of
the goddess Durga in Banaras, by Muslims at a wedding ceremony in West Africa, and by Roman Catholics
at a Mass in upstate New York. Crosses are key not only to Christianity but to many Native American
traditions; in the symbolic mythology of Peru’s Misminay community, cruciform imagery stands for the
general outlay of the cosmos. And stones, in the form of cairns, grave markers, and monuments, are
connected with places of memory across the world.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects is a celebration of the materiality of religious life. Plate moves our
understanding of religion away from the current obsessions with God, fundamentalism, and science—and
toward the rich depths of this world, this body, these things. Religion, it turns out, has as much to do with our
bodies as our beliefs. Maybe even more.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Roemer:

Within other case, little persons like to read book A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual
to Its Senses. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important any book A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

James Soltero:

The event that you get from A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the
Spiritual to Its Senses giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this A History of
Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses instantly.

Robert Brown:

Beside this particular A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its
Senses because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Terry Burrows:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you



wanted.
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