(]

A Sdf-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the
Threat to American Freedom (American

Abolitionism and Antislavery)
Jeremy J. Tewell

Download now

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically


http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00G2GHOPK
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00G2GHOPK
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00G2GHOPK

A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat to
American Freedom (American Abolitionism and Antislavery)

Jeremy J. Tewell

A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat to American Freedom (American Abolitionism
and Antislavery) Jeremy J. Tewell

A Self-Evident Lie explores and underscores the fear and complex meaning of “slavery” to northerners
before the Civil War. Many northerners asked: If slavery was the beneficent and paternalistic institution that
southerners claimed, could it not be applied with equal morality to whites as well as blacks? Republicans
repeatedly expressed concern that proslavery arguments were not inherently racial. Irrespective of race,
anyone could fall victim to the argument that they were “inferior,” that they would be better off endaved,
that their enslavement served the interests of society, or that their subjugation was justified by history and
religion.

In trenchant and graceful prose, Jeremy Tewell argues that some Republicans, most notably Abraham
Lincoln, held that the only effective safeguard of individual liberty was universal liberty, as expressed in the
Declaration of Independence. Aslong as Americans believed that “all men” were endowed with inalienable
rightsto life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, everyone's liberty would be self-evident, regardless of
circumstance.

Conversely, the justifications meant to exclude a segment of society from the rights of man worked to
destroy the self-evidence of those very rights. Therefore, by failing to repudiate davery—thus rejecting the
universality of human liberty—northerners made themselves vulnerable to proslavery rationales, especialy
when they happened to occupy a position of political, social, or economic weakness. Black skin had been
stigmatized as a badge of servitude, but there was nothing to guarantee that white skin would always serve as
an unimpeachabl e badge of freedom.

Thiswas amajor theme in Lincoln’s campaign against Stephen A. Douglas and was a key argument against
the use of popular sovereignty as the method for determining slavery’ s status in the territories. According to
Tewdll, Lincoln’ s greatest challenge was to convince northern audiences that simple indifference to slavery
was itself inimical to the liberty of whites.

A Self-Evident Lie will intrigue anyone interested in issues related to Lincoln, slavery and antislavery, the
Civil War, and American intellectua history.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Barton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threst to
American Freedom (American Abolitionism and Antislavery).

Angelica Adams:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat to American Freedom
(American Abolitionism and Antislavery) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and
the Threat to American Freedom (American Abolitionism and Antislavery) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So, do you even now thinking A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat
to American Freedom (American Abolitionism and Antislavery) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Earl Quintana:

The reason why? Because this A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat to American Freedom
(American Abolitionism and Antislavery) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want to
postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Angel Sullivan:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple method to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several booksin
the top record in your reading list is definitely A Self-Evident Lie: Southern Slavery and the Threat to



American Freedom (American Abolitionism and Antislavery). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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