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Centuries ago, so many thousand centuries that even the most learned men can only guess at their number,
strange things were coming to pass. The air was so moist and cloudy that the sun’s rays had hard work to get
through. It was warm, nevertheless, for the crust of the earth was not nearly so thick as it is now, and much
heat came from the earth itself. Many plants and trees grow best in warm, moist air; and such plants
flourished in those days. Some of their descendants are living now, but they are dwarfs, while their ancestors
were giants. There is a little "horse-tail" growing in our meadows, and there are ferns and club mosses almost
everywhere. These are some of the descendants; but many of their ancestors were forty or fifty feet high.
They grew very fast, especially in swamps; and when they died, there was no lack of others to take their
places. Dead leaves fell and heaped up around them. Stumps stood and decayed, just as they do in our forests
to-day. Every year the soft, black, decaying mass grew deeper. As the crust of the earth was so thin, it bent
and wrinkled easily. It often sank in one place and rose in another. When these low, swampy places sank,
water rushed over them, pressing down upon them with a great weight and sweeping in sand and clay. Now,
if you burn a heap of wood in the open air, the carbon in the wood burns and only a pile of ashes remains.
"Burning" means that the carbon in the wood unites with the oxygen gas in the air. If you cover the wood
before you light it, so that only a little oxygen reaches it, much of the carbon is left, in the form of charcoal.
When wood decays, its carbon unites with the oxygen of the air; and so decay is really a sort of burning. In
the forests of to-day the leaves, and at length the trees themselves, fall and decay in the open air; but at the
time when our coal was forming, the water kept the air away, and much carbon was left. This is the way coal
was made. Some of the layers, or strata, are fifty or sixty feet thick, and some are hardly thicker than paper.
On top of each one is a stratum of sandstone or dark-gray shale. This was made by the sand and mud which
were brought in by the water. These shaly rocks split easily into sheets and show beautiful fossil impressions
of ferns. There are also impressions of the bark and fruit of trees, together with shells, crinoids, corals,
remains of fishes and flying lizards, and some few trilobites,—crablike animals with a shell somewhat like
the back of a lobster, but marked into three divisions or lobes, from which its name comes.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Diggers in the Earth had been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The reserve Diggers in the Earth is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship with all the book Diggers in the Earth. You never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Ivory Hughes:

This Diggers in the Earth book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Diggers in
the Earth without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Diggers in the Earth can bring once you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Diggers in the Earth having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Deborah Browning:

This Diggers in the Earth are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Diggers in the Earth can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Diggers in the Earth forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Daryl Steele:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Diggers in the Earth which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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