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Most studies of Puerto Rico’s relations with the United States have focused on the sugar industry, recounting
a tale of victimization and imperial abuse driven by the interests of U.S. sugar companies. But inPuerto
Ricans in the Empire, Teresita A. Levy looks at a different agricultural sector, tobacco growing, and tells a
story in which Puerto Ricans challenged U.S. officials and fought successfully for legislation that benefited
the island.

Levy describes how small-scale, politically involved, independent landowners grew most of the tobacco in
Puerto Rico. She shows how, to gain access to political power, tobacco farmers joined local agricultural
leagues and the leading farmers’ association, the Asociación de Agricultores Puertorriqueños (AAP).
Through their affiliation with the AAP, they successfully lobbied U.S. administrators in San Juan and
Washington, participated in government-sponsored agricultural programs, solicited agricultural credit from
governmental sources, and sought scientific education in a variety of public programs, all to boost their share
of the tobacco-leaf market in the United States. By their own efforts, Levy argues, Puerto Ricans demanded
and won inclusion in the empire, in terms that were defined not only by the colonial power, but also by the
colonized.

The relationship between Puerto Rico and the United States was undoubtedly colonial in nature, but,
as Puerto Ricans in the Empire shows, it was not unilateral. It was a dynamic, elastic, and ever-changing
interaction, where Puerto Ricans actively participated in the economic and political processes of a negotiated
empire.
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From reader reviews:

Marsha Cox:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Puerto Ricans in the
Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism to read.

Michelle Shaw:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco Growers and
U.S. Colonialism as the daily resource information.

Lisa Sullivan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Bernie Watts:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Puerto Ricans in the Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S.
Colonialism was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Puerto Ricans in
the Empire: Tobacco Growers and U.S. Colonialism has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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