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Epic games are more than just an interlude; they reflect the realities of epic: heroism, power and war. This
first major study of the athletic games in Statius' Thebaid Book 6 uses them to produce a new reading of the
poem as a whole. It explores each event in Statius' games, discussing intertextual manoeuvres, historical
context and poetic positioning, developing a theme from each: audience power, cosmic disruption, national
identity, masculinity and the body, games and war, kingship and narrative control. This book uses a close
reading of one part of one text to range over ancient literature. It casts light on the tradition of games in
ancient epic as a whole, examining the works of Homer, Virgil, Apollonius, Ovid and Lucan. It is essential
reading for the student of Statius and of ancient epic and of interest to historians of Roman society with an
interest in sport and spectacle.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Willis:

This Statius and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge Classical Studies) are
usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Statius and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge Classical Studies) can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Statius
and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge Classical Studies) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Brian Bauer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Statius and Epic Games: Sport,
Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge Classical Studies) book written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still hesitation Statius and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge
Classical Studies) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lesley Dwyer:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Statius and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and
Poetics in the Thebaid (Cambridge Classical Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bernice Cofield:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Statius and Epic Games: Sport, Politics and Poetics in the Thebaid



(Cambridge Classical Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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