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In The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories, acclaimed professor and historian
Eugene Taylor synthesizes the field’ s first century and a half into arich, highly readable account. Taylor
situates the dynamic school in its catalytic place in history, re-evaluating misunderstood figures and events,
re-creating the heady milieu of discovery as the concept of "mental science" dawns across Europe, revisiting
the widening rift between clinical and experimental study (or the couch and the lab) as early psychology
matured into legitimate science.

Gradual but vital evolutions form the heart of this chronicle: the ebb and flow of analytic theory and practice,
the shift from doctor-centered to client-centered therapy, the movement from exclusionary to
multidisciplinary, the evolving role of the therapist. And as can be expected from the author, there is special
emphasis on the sublime in psychology: the philosophy/psychology fusion of the New England
transcendentalists, the battle between spiritualism and science in 1880s America, and early versions of

today’ s spiritually-attuned therapies. Pivotal concepts and key individuals covered are:

- Charcot, Janet, and the origins of dynamic personality theory in the so-called French, Swiss, English, and
American psychotherapeutic axis.

- Person and personality: William James's "radical empiricism"

- Therise of psychoanalysis: Freud, the Freudians, and the Neo-Freudians

- Adler and Jung, who were never "students' of Freud: Toward, within, and beyond the self

- Murray, Allport, and Lewin at Harvard in the 30s

- Culture and personality, pastoral counseling, and Gestalt Psychology in New Y ork in the ‘40s and ‘ 50s

- An Existential-humanistic and Transpersonally oriented depth psychology in the 60s

- The current era: "science confrontsitself”, as neuroscience enters the picture.

Students of psychology and its history will find in thisinspiring narrative both possibilities for further study
and a new appreciation of their own work. The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories
isastimulating course conducted by a master teacher.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Santiago:

The event that you get from The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of
the History of Psychological Theories) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The
Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological
Theories) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of
Psychological Theories) instantly.

Christine Clute:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological
Theories) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The
Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological
Theories) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
factsfor your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Young:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveit in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic
Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories) can give you alot of friends because by you
checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So,
why hesitate? L et me have The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of
the History of Psychological Theories).

Betty Serrano:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from



your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History
of Psychological Theories) when you essential it?
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