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Koreans constituted the largest colonial labor force in imperial Japan during the 1920s and 1930s. Caught
between the Scylla of agricultural destitution in Korea and the Charybdis of industrial depression in Japan,
migrant Korean peasants arrived on Japanese soil amid extreme instability in the labor and housing markets.
In The Proletarian Gamble, Ken C. Kawashima maintains that contingent labor is a defining characteristic of
capitalist commodity economies. He scrutinizes how the labor power of Korean workers in Japan was
commodified, and how these workers both fought against the racist and contingent conditions of exchange
and combated institutionalized racism.

Kawashima draws on previously unseen archival materials from interwar Japan as he describes how Korean
migrants struggled against various recruitment practices, unfair and discriminatory wages, sudden firings,
racist housing practices, and excessive bureaucratic red tape. Demonstrating that there was no single Korean
“minority,” he reveals how Koreans exploited fellow Koreans and how the stratification of their communities
worked to the advantage of state and capital. However, Kawashima also describes how, when migrant
workers did organize—as when they became involved in R?s? (the largest Korean communist labor union in
Japan) and in Zenky? (the Japanese communist labor union)—their diverse struggles were united toward a
common goal. In The Proletarian Gamble, his analysis of the Korean migrant workers' experiences opens
into a much broader rethinking of the fundamental nature of capitalist commodity economies and the
analytical categories of the proletariat, surplus populations, commodification, and state power.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is The
Proletarian Gamble: Korean Workers in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).

Nicole Rockwood:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Proletarian Gamble: Korean Workers
in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Marlin Peterson:

You may get this The Proletarian Gamble: Korean Workers in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Jane Pelley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The
Proletarian Gamble: Korean Workers in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).
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