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Slavery, segregation, abortion, workers' rights, the power of the courts. These issues have been at the heart of
the greatest constitutional controversies in American history. And in this concise and thought-provoking
volume, some of today's most distinguished legal scholars and commentators explain for a general audience
how five landmark Supreme Court cases centered on those controversies shaped the country's destiny and
continue to affect us even now. The book is a profound exploration of the Supreme Court's importance to
America's social and political life. It is also, as many of the contributors show, an intriguing reflection of
what some have seen as an important trend in legal scholarship away from an uncritical belief in the
essentially benign nature of judicial power.

Robert George opens with an illuminating survey of the themes that unite and divide the five cases. Other
contributors then examine each case in detail through a lively commentary-and-response format. Mark
Tushnet and Jeremy Waldron exchange views on Marbury v. Madison, the pivotal 1803 case that established
the power of the courts to invalidate legislation. Cass Sunstein and James McPherson discuss Dred Scott v.
Sandford (1857), the notorious case that confirmed the rights of slaveowners, declared that black people
could not be American citizens, and is often seen as a cause of the Civil War. Hadley Arkes and Donald
Drakeman explore the legacy of Lochner v. New York (1905), a case that ushered in decades of judicial
hostility to social welfare laws. Earl Maltz and Walter Murphy assess Brown v. Topeka Board of Education
(1954), the famous case that ended racial segregation in public schools. Finally, Jean Bethke Elshtain and
George Will tackle Roe v. Wade (1973), still a flashpoint a quarter of a century later in the debate over
abortion. While some of the contributors show sympathy for strong judicial interventions on social issues,
many across the ideological spectrum are sharply critical of judicial activism.

A compelling introduction to the greatest cases in U.S. constitutional law, this is also an enlightening
glimpse of the state of the art in American legal scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Great Cases in Constitutional Law (New
Forum Books) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sharon Rowe:

This Great Cases in Constitutional Law (New Forum Books) is great guide for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Great Cases in Constitutional Law (New Forum Books) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt that will?

James Anderson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is Great Cases in Constitutional Law (New Forum Books) this e-book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Ana May:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Great Cases in Constitutional Law (New Forum Books) when you necessary it?
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