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Phenomenological analyses of the orderliness of naturally occurring collaboration.

Pioneered by Harold Garfinkel in the 1950s and ’60s, ethnomethodology is a sociological approach rooted in
phenomenology that is concerned with investigating the unspoken rules according to which people
understand and create order in unstructured situations. Based on more than thirty years of teaching
ethnomethodology, Kenneth Liberman—himself a student of Garfinkel’s—provides an up-to-date
introduction through a series of classroom-based studies. Each chapter focuses on a routine experience in
which people collaborate to make sense of and coordinate an unscripted activity: organizing the coherence of
the rules of a game, describing the objective taste of a cup of gourmet coffee, making sense of intercultural
conversation, reading a vague map, and finding order amidst chaotic traffic flow. Detailed descriptions of the
kinds of ironies that naturally arise in these and other ordinary affairs breathe new life into
phenomenological theorizing and sociological understanding.

“…highly enjoyable … This is ethnomethodology at its best … this brilliant book is a major advance.” —
Symbolic Interaction

“Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“This book offers some of the liveliest and freshest of all ethnomethodological studies. We see why a busy
intersection full of pedestrians, bikes, and autos has smoother traffic flow when participants work out their
own coordinating devices than when formal rules are enforced; why people in India who swarm a service
gate rather than queuing up or taking turns have an orderly efficiency of their own. How Tibetan debates
punctuated by rhythmic handclaps make philosophy more engrossing and deeply communicative than
Western content-obsessed debating styles; and why maps never provide complete directions but depend on
users sustaining an embodied sense of the terrain. Ken Liberman makes the tradition of phenomenological
inquiry as user-friendly as it has ever been.” — Randall Collins, Dorothy Swaine Thomas Professor of
Sociology, University of Pennsylvania

Kenneth Liberman is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of Oregon. He is the author of
several books, including Husserl’s Criticism of Reason, With Ethnomethodological Specifications and
Dialectical Practice in Tibetan Philosophical Culture: An Ethnomethodological Inquiry into Formal
Reasoning.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

The book More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social
Sciences) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Anne Bonk:

This More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences) are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this More Studies
in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences) can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this More Studies in
Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Aubrey Smith:

Typically the book More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social
Sciences) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Haley Berg:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as
of book More Studies in Ethnomethodology (SUNY series in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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