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    Authenticity is a notion much debated, among discussants as diverse as cultural theorists and art dealers,
music critics and tour operators. The desire to find and somehow capture or protect the “authentic” narrative,
art object, or ceremonial dance is hardly new. In this masterful examination of German and American
folklore studies from the eighteenth century to the present, Regina Bendix demonstrates that the longing for
authenticity remains deeply implicated in scholarly approaches to cultural analysis.

    Searches for authenticity, Bendix contends, have been a constant companion to the feelings of loss
inherent in modernization, forever upholding a belief in a pristine yet endangered cultural essence and
fueling cultural nationalism worldwide. Beginning with precursors of Herder and Emerson and the
“discovery” of the authentic in expressive culture and literature, she traces the different, albeit intertwined,
histories of German Volkskunde and American folklore studies. A Swiss native educated in American
folklore programs, Bendix moves effortlessly between the two traditions, demonstrating how the notion of
authenticity was used not only to foster national causes, but also to lay the foundations for categories of
documentation and analysis within the nascent field of folklore studies.

    Bendix shows that, in an increasingly transcultural world, where Zulu singers back up Paul Simon and
where indigenous artists seek copyright for their traditional crafts, the politics of authenticity mingles with
the forces of the market. Arguing against the dichotomies implied in the very idea of authenticity, she
underscores the emptiness of efforts to distinguish between folklore and fakelore, between echt and ersatz.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

In other case, little people like to read book In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
any book In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Warren Zeigler:

This book untitled In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Teresa Graham:

Beside this kind of In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Kyle Smallwood:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the In Search of Authenticity: The Formation of Folklore Studies when you needed it?
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