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David Humphreys was aide-de-camp to Washington during the American Revolution. His Life of Israel
Putnam, originally published in 1788, has rightly been described as “the first biography of an American
written by an American.” It is, as William C. Dowling observes, “a classic of revolutionary writing, very
readable and immensely interesting in what it says about the temper of the new republic in the period
immediately after the American Revolution.” The subject—General Israel Putnam—is remembered to
history and legend as exclaiming: “Don’t fire ’til you see the whites of their eyes!” to American soldiers at
the Battle of Bunker Hill. As Professor Dowling notes, “All the episodes are retold—Bunker Hill, the Battle
of White Plains, the crossing of the Delaware, the Battle of Princeton—but from the perspective of one who
was there throughout, and who always permits us to see Putnam as the sort of character by whom history is,
in the last analysis, made.” Humphreys wrote the biography when formation of the Society of the Cincinnati,
composed of men who were officers in the Revolution, “focused debate in the new republic about the
competing claims of individual liberty and the good of the community.”

William C. Dowling is a Professor of English at Rutgers University
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie McCormick:

The book An Essay on the Life of the Honourable Major-General Israel Putnam make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book An
Essay on the Life of the Honourable Major-General Israel Putnam to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a reserve An Essay on the Life of the Honourable Major-General
Israel Putnam. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Jonas Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline An Essay on
the Life of the Honourable Major-General Israel Putnam suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled An Essay on the Life of the Honourable Major-
General Israel Putnamis a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Ruth Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love An Essay on the Life of the
Honourable Major-General Israel Putnam, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Crystal Thomas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this An Essay on the Life of the Honourable Major-General Israel
Putnam can make you sense more interested to read.
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