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Government bureaucracies across the globe have become increasingly attuned in recent years to cultural
diversity within their populations. Using culture as a category to process people and dispense services,
however, can create its own problems and unintended consequences. In No Family Is an Island, a
comparative ethnography of Samoan migrants living in the United States and New Zealand, Ilana Gershon
investigates how and when the categories "cultural" and "acultural" become relevant for Samoans as they
encounter cultural differences in churches, ritual exchanges, welfare offices, and community-based
organizations.

In both New Zealand and the United States, Samoan migrants are minor minorities in an ethnic constellation
dominated by other minority groups. As a result, they often find themselves in contexts where the challenge
is not to establish the terms of the debate but to rewrite them. To navigate complicated and often unyielding
bureaucracies, they must become skilled in what Gershon calls "reflexive engagement" with the multiple
social orders they inhabit. Those who are successful are able to parlay their own cultural expertise (their
"Samoanness") into an ability to subtly alter the institutions with which they interact in their everyday lives.
Just as the "cultural" is sometimes constrained by the forces exerted by acultural institutions, so too can
migrant culture reshape the bureaucracies of their new countries. Theoretically sophisticated yet highly
readable, No Family Is an Island contributes significantly to our understanding of the modern immigrant
experience of making homes abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible No Family Is
an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of
Knowledge)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Hubert Ray:

This No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and
Technologies of Knowledge) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures
and Technologies of Knowledge) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in
Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jimmy Borrelli:

This No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and
Technologies of Knowledge) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise
among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Jon Watson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This book No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora
(Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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