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Drawing on first hand interviews from more than 75 British Lions tourists since the golden age of the fifties,
this book captures what it means to be a British Lions rugby player – the historic victories, the glorious
failures and the stories surrounding the icons of rugby such as Edwards, Bennett, Hastings, Guscott,
Dallaglio and Johnson.

The British and Irish Lions are one of the most famous and recognised teams in world rugby.

Every four years, the Lions – selected from the national sides of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland –
head to the southern hemisphere to do battle with either New Zealand, Australia or South Africa. In Once
Were Lions, acclaimed sportswriter Jeff Connor interviews a host of players – from the oldest surviving
Lions from the 1946 tour and the icons of the game to those who have become mere footnotes in history –
and draws out the compelling human stories from each Test series.

It’s a book that captures the ups and downs of tour life: the pride of being a Lion, the numerous personal
feuds and the many humorous anecdotes, taking in the historic wins and the ignoble losses. Many Lions had
their lives enriched by having worn the famous red jersey; an equal number had their lives changed
irrevocably in the opposite direction.

Full of previously unchronicled stories – Des O’Brien was away from home for nine months on the 1946
tour which almost cost him his marriage; while in 1966 one well-known English winger ‘went off tour’ with
a woman he met in a bar and reappeared only for the last two matches – the book concludes with the
disastrous 2005 New Zealand tour and trenchant opinions from the players on the controversial Clive
Woodward.

Thanks to a host of amusing and heart-breaking anecdotes about life with the Lions, the book offers a
fascinating insight into how touring, sport and life has changed in the last 60 years.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories: Inside the
World's Most Famous Rugby Team. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories: Inside the World's
Most Famous Rugby Team. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Anthony Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories: Inside
the World's Most Famous Rugby Team guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still hesitation Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories: Inside the World's Most Famous Rugby Team as good
book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dolores Young:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories:
Inside the World's Most Famous Rugby Team can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lloyd Stec:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Once Were Lions: The Players' Stories: Inside the World's Most Famous Rugby Team
when you essential it?
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