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The Merchant of Venice is an intriguing drama of love, greed, and revenge. At its heart, the play contrasts
the characters of the maddened and vengeful Shylock, a Venetian moneylender, with the gracious, level-
headed Portia, a wealthy young woman besieged by suitors. At the play's climax, Shylock insists on the
enforcement of a binding contract that will cost the life of the merchant Antonio — inciting Portia to mount a
memorable defense.
In this richly plotted drama, Shylock, whom Shakespeare endowed with all of the depth and vitality of his
greatest characters, is not alone in his villainy. In scene after scene, a large cast of ambitious and scheming
characters demonstrates that honesty is a quality often strained where matters of love and money are
concerned.
The gravity and suspense of the play's central plot, together with its romance, have made The Merchant of
Venice a favorite of audiences, and one of the most studied and performed of Shakespeare's plays. It is
reprinted here from an authoritative text, complete with explanatory footnotes.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

This The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The
Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Kimberly Smith:

Beside this specific The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from currently!

Juanita Cooke:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions).

Lawrence Pomerleau:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
The Merchant of Venice (Dover Thrift Editions) when you essential it?
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