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THROUGHOUT HISTORY AND ACROSS CULTURES, the most common form of violence is that
between family members and neighbors or kindred communities—in civil wars writ large and small. From
assault to genocide, from assassination to massacre, violence usually emerges from inside the fold. You have
more to fear from a spouse, an ex-spouse, or a coworker than you do from someone you don’t know.

In this brilliant polemic, Russell Jacoby argues that violence erupts most often, and most savagely, between
those of us most closely related. An Indian nationalist assassinated Mohandas Gandhi, “the father” of India.
An Egyptian Muslim assassinated Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt and a recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize. An Israeli Jew assassinated Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime minister and similarly a recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize. Genocide most often involves kindred groups. The German Christians of the 1930s were
so closely intertwined with German Jews that a yellow star was required to tell the groups apart. Serbs and
Muslims in Bosnia, like the Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda, are often indistinguishable even to one another.

This idea contradicts both common sense and the collective wisdom of teachers and preachers, who declaim
that we fear—and sometimes should fear—the “other,” the dangerous stranger. Citizens and scholars alike
believe that enemies lurk in the street and beyond, where we confront a “clash of civilizations” with
foreigners who challenge our way of life. Jacoby offers a more unsettling truth: it is not so much the
unknown that threatens us, but the known. We attack our brothers—our kin, our acquaintances, our
neighbors—with far greater regularity and venom than we attack outsiders.

Weaving together the biblical story of Cain and Abel, Freud’s “narcissism of minor differences,” insights on
anti-Semitism and misogyny, as well as fresh analysesof “civil” bloodbaths from the St. Bartholomew’s Day
Massacre in the sixteenth century to genocide and terrorism in our own time, Jacoby turns history inside out
to offer a provocative new understanding of violentconfrontation over the centuries. “In thinking about the
bad, we reach for the good,” he says in his Introduction. This passionate, counterintuitive account affords us
an unprecedented insight into the roots of violence.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the
Present. Try to the actual book Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present as
your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

John McCord:

This book untitled Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Stacy Perry:

Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Greg Christenson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.
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