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Early modern European society took a serious view of blasphemy, and drew upon a wide range of sanctions -
including the death penalty - to punish those who cursed, swore and abused God. Whilst such attitudes may
appear draconian today, this study makes clear that in the past, blasphemy was regarded as a very real threat
to society. Based on a wealth of primary sources, including court records, theological and ecclesiastical
writings and official city statutes, Francisca Loetz explores verbal forms of blasphemy and the variety of
contexts within which it could occur. Honour conflicts, theological disputation, social and political
provocation, and religious self-questioning all proved fertile ground for accusations of blasphemy, and her
contention - that blasphemers often meant more than they said - reveals the underlying complexity of an
apparently simple concept.

This innovative approach interprets cases of verbal blasphemy as 'speech actions' that reflect broader
political, social and religious concerns. Cases in Protestant Zurich are compared with the situation in
Catholic Lucerne and related to findings in other parts of Europe (Germany, France, England, Italy) to
provide a thorough discussion of different historical approaches to blasphemy - ecclesiastical, legal,
intellectual, social, and cultural - in the Early Modern period. In so doing the book offers intriguing
suggestions about what a cultural history of religiousness could and should be.

By linking a broad overview of the issue of blasphemy, with case studies from Zurich and Lucerne, this book
provides a fascinating insight into a crucial, but often misunderstood aspect of early-modern society. The
conclusions reached not only offer a much fuller understanding of the situation in Zurich, but also have
resonance for all historians of Reformation Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Groth:

This book untitled Dealings with God: From Blasphemers in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of
Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Deana Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Dealings with God:
From Blasphemers in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in
Reformation History) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Dealings with God: From Blasphemers in Early Modern
Zurich to a Cultural History of Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) become your
own personal starter.

James Rodriguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dealings with God: From Blasphemers
in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History)
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Dealings with God: From
Blasphemers in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in
Reformation History) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Johanna Bassett:

Beside this Dealings with God: From Blasphemers in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of
Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) in your phone, it can give you a way to get



nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Dealings with God: From Blasphemers in Early Modern Zurich to a Cultural History of
Religiousness (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with
read it from at this point!
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