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An examination of the political and diplomatic role of American nuclear weapons in conflicts with a non-
nuclear China in the Korean War and the Taiwan Strait crises of 1954-1955 and 1958, this study analyzes the
American tendency to become involved in confrontations with far weaker powers over issues of very little
strategic significance to the United States. Washington threatens these adversaries with the use of
incommensurate levels of force, then ultimately backs down in the face of international and domestic
opposition to ill-considered plans to use force. Unlike works on nuclear history that have either focused on
superpower nuclear conflicts and ignored cases of American nuclear diplomacy toward non-nuclear
adversaries, or those that have focused merely on the outcomes of nuclear threats against non-nuclear
powers, this book considers in depth American nuclear diplomacy toward China during the whole period of
Sino-American military confrontations.

Soman offers new insights on Truman's decision to enter the Korean War, the extent of nuclear diplomacy
during the war, and the way in which the war ended. He argues that the goal of American nuclear diplomacy
in the spring of 1955 was to provoke a war with China, rather than to deter a Chinese attack on Taiwan.
Finally, he lays out, for the first time in print, the elaborate diplomacy that Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles initiated to defuse the 1958 crisis, involving a major shift in American policy that still remains hidden
from the public as well as historians. Highlighting the central role of nuclear diplomacy in these crises, this
book draws conclusions on the efficacy of such diplomacy, the impact of these crises on the development of
policies of massive retaliation and limited war, the consequences of Dulles's brinkmanship, and the revival of
nuclear diplomacy by the Clinton administration in conflicts with non-nuclear adversaries.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Here thing why that Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and
China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The
United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that
similar with Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China,
1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Double-Edged Sword:
Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in
Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) in e-book can be your alternative.

Ruth Beasley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts,
The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought).

Hilda Dumas:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China,
1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal
Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought)
giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?



James Longo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in
Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic
Thought) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Double-Edged
Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies
in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading this.
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