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An era of sweeping cultural change in America, the postwar years saw the rise of beatniks and hippies, the
birth of feminism, and the release of the first video game. It was also the era of new math. Introduced to US
schools in the late 1950s and 1960s, the new math was a curricular answer to Cold War fears of American
intellectual inadequacy. In the age of Sputnik and increasingly sophisticated technological systems and
machines, math class came to be viewed as a crucial component of the education of intelligent, virtuous
citizens who would be able to compete on a global scale.

In this history, Christopher J. Phillips examines the rise and fall of the new math as a marker of the period’s
political and social ferment. Neither the new math curriculum designers nor its diverse legions of supporters
concentrated on whether the new math would improve students’ calculation ability. Rather, they felt the new
math would train children to think in the right way, instilling in students a set of mental habits that might
better prepare them to be citizens of modern society—a world of complex challenges, rapid technological
change, and unforeseeable futures. While Phillips grounds his argument in shifting perceptions of intellectual
discipline and the underlying nature of mathematical knowledge, he also touches on long-standing debates
over the place and relevance of mathematics in liberal education. And in so doing, he explores the essence of
what it means to be an intelligent American—by the numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The New Math: A Political History book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The
New Math: A Political History content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The New Math: A Political History is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Leslie Babcock:

The publication with title The New Math: A Political History has lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Phillip Chadwick:

Exactly why? Because this The New Math: A Political History is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Irene Howe:

The New Math: A Political History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The New Math: A Political
History nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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