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Are You Not a Man of God? challenges the accepted readings of several iconic supporting characters from
canonical stories of Jewish tradition. These characters have been appropriated throughout history to represent
and reinforce central cultural values: the binding of Isaac and the religious value of sacrificing relationship
for a higher purpose; the biblical Hannah, appropriated by the rabbis as an archetype of the spirit and practice
of prayer; the Talmudic Beruriah and the significance of women's learning and knowledge; and the struggle
for intellectual autonomy of the rabbis of the Talmudic story known by its tag-line, "It is not in heaven!"
Tova Hartman and Charlie Buckholtz make use of religious, psychological, philosophical and literary
perspectives to bring these characters to life in their multiple incarnations, examining their cultural impact
and varied symbolic uses.
These are texts that have been studied widely with characters that are known well. This study shows,
however, that the dominant interpretations mask darker, more insightful, and ultimately more critical
dimensions of these important figures. Hartman and Buckholtz discover muted voices of personal betrayal
and criticism that resonate as damning social critiques of the rabbis themselves. These critiques often
highlight the ways in which cultural authorities use, and abuse, their power; revealing the implications of
these moral failings on their legitimacy as communal leaders. In these voices of social criticism, the rabbis
evince an awareness of their own vulnerability to such abuses and failings as well as their hurtful,
marginalizing effects on members of less powerful social groups.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in Jewish
Tradition book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social
Criticism in Jewish Tradition content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in Jewish Tradition is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Robert Brown:

The reserve with title Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in Jewish
Tradition contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Marla Fiske:

Beside this particular Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in Jewish
Tradition in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Are You Not a Man of God?:
Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in Jewish Tradition because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Jesus Geist:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social Criticism in
Jewish Tradition we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative
person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up



being doubt to change your life at this book Are You Not a Man of God?: Devotion, Betrayal, and Social
Criticism in Jewish Tradition. You can more attractive than now.
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