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Relations between China and India underwent a dramatic transformation from Buddhi st-dominated to
commerce-centered exchanges in the seventh to fifteenth centuries. The unfolding of thistransformation, its
causes, and wider ramifications are examined in this masterful analysis of the changing patterns of the
interaction between the two most important cultural spheresin Asia.

Tansen Sen offers a new perspective on Sino-Indian relations during the Tang dynasty (618-907), arguing
that the period is notable not only for religious and diplomatic exchanges but also for the process through
which Chinaemerged as a center of Buddhist learning, practice, and pilgrimage. Before the seventh century,
the Chinese clergy—given the spatial gap between the sacred Buddhist world of India and the peripheral
China—suffered from a“ borderland complex.” A close look at the evolving practice of relic veneration in
China (at Famen Monastery in particular), the exposition of Mount Wutai as an abode of the bodhisattva
Marfiju?r?, and the propagation of the idea of Maitreya’s descent in China, however, reveas that by the
eighth century China had overcome its complex and successfully established a Buddhist realm within its
borders.

The emergence of China as a center of Buddhism had profound implications on religious interactions
between the two countries and is cited by Sen as one of the main causes for the weakening of China's
spiritual attraction toward India. At the same time, the growth of indigenous Chinese Buddhist schools and
teachings retrenched the need for doctrinal input from India. A detailed examination of the failure of
Buddhist translations produced during the Song dynasty (960—1279), demonstrates that these developments
were responsible for the unraveling of religious bonds between the two countries and the termination of the
Buddhist phase of Sino-Indian relations.

Sen proposes that changes in religious interactions were paralleled by changesin commercial exchanges. For
most of the first millennium, trading activities between India and China were closely connected with and
sustained through the transmission of Buddhist doctrines. The eleventh and twelfth centuries, however,
witnessed dramatic changes in the patterns and structure of mercantile activity between the two countries.
Secular bulk and luxury goods replaced Buddhist ritual items, maritime channels replaced the overland Silk
Road as the most profitable conduits of commercial exchange, and many of the merchants involved were
followers of Islam rather than Buddhism. Moreover, policies to encourage foreign trade instituted by the
Chinese government and the Indian kingdoms contributed to the intensification of commercial activity
between the two countries and transformed the China-India trading circuit into a key segment of cross-
continental commerce.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Jones:

Here thing why this specific Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations,
600-1400 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying abook is good but it really depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Buddhism, Diplomacy,
and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400 giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Buddhism, Diplomacy,
and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Buddhism, Diplomacy,
and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400 in e-book can be your substitute.

Patricia Little

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-
1400 book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer connected with Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China
Relations, 600-1400 content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you neverthel ess thinking Buddhism,
Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400 is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Amanda Bernard:

Y ou can obtain this Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.

Tammie Jackson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of India-China Relations, 600-1400. Y ou can contribute



your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an

individual happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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